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To ensure that the work of the Barwon Heads Sub Branch is recorded 
to the best of its ability and from information available, the 1997 
Committee has decided that those 50 years be recorded in print. 
Where names are ~ncluded it is inevitable that some may be 
overlooked, if such be the case the Committee tenders an apology 
for the oversight. 

During the teenage years of our generation we were all aware of the 
middle aged gentlemen who regularly went along to their RSL 
meetings presumably to win the battles over agaln and have some 
liquid refreshments with their mates. It was a very exclusive type of 
organisation as overseas service in World War 1 was the major 
qualification to be a member. Little did we know that within twenty 
two years of the termination of World War 1 many of us would be 
qualifying, with service overseas in World War 2 1939-1945 and soon 
found that it is the spirit of comradeship that keeps us together, not 
the talk of battles won or lost. Unfortunately complete records of the 
Sub Branch formation are not available for the period 1947-1961 but 
we are indebted to Mr Ern Storer for providing us with some valuable 
information on the events which occurred prior to the official 
formation, and to Mr Stan Creece for further news after the granting 
of the Charter up to the present time. Perhaps it is fitting that in this 
50th year of the Sub Branch, Mr Creece was awarded Life 
Membership. The only others to have been so honoured are Colin 
Urqhuart (dec3d)and Neville Taylor (dec'd). 

The formation probably commenced about 1946 as there is no 
mention of a Sub Branch formed after World War 1. A number of 
citizens of Barwon Heads and Ocean Grove conducted a survey of 
the districts and it was considered that there were potentially 150 
members in the district. The Wyndean Caravan Park was being 
constructed and the Recreation Hut (an ex Army Hut) was the venue 
for a meeting which was called. This was very well attended and ably 
conducted by Sir William Hall (State President), Mr Bill Harry (State 
Treasurer) and Mr T A Stewart of the No 43 District Board. From that 
meeting an application for a Charter was forwarded to State 
Headquarters and the Barwon Heads-Ocean Grove Sub Branch was 
formed in 1947. 



The Ocean Grove members in 1961 were authorised to develop what 
was then known as the Ocean Grove RSL Triangle "at no cost to the 
Sub Branch" and probably this was the catalyst which preceded the 
formation of their own Sub Branch in 1963. Bannron Heads was 
granted a new Charter in April 1963. 

In the meantime much work had been done in the district, the 
members were meeting in the old Lobster Pot and decided that they 
should have their own building (what a wonderful decision that would 
eventually turn out to be). Construction of the building required 
money and to this end the Committee arranged dances, picture 
shows, raffles, stalls, a Queen Carnival (nomination Miss Barber), an 
Ugly Man Competition, bottle drives etc. Formation of their own 
concert party was a huge success as the local artists and talented 
members became quite famous. By 1950 sufficient funds had been 
raised to purchase land and erect a building. All work done was by 
voluntary labour with local builder, Ken Garrett (still a member) in 
charge and through those 50 years we have been in the fortunate 
posit~on of having the services of many members with the welfare of 
the Sub Branch at heart who maintained and extended the building as 
required. Mr Storer mentioned four World War 1 veterans who were 
very heloful to him in those early years. They were Colin Urqhuart, 
Gordon Beavis, Ted Anderson and John Beavis. Colin Urqhuart 
served as President for a number of years. Available records show 
those years as 1957-1961 and 1963 but there may have been 
previous years also. He was the first Life Member of the Barwon 
Heads - Ocean Grove Sub Branch and passed away in 1963. Colin 
Urqhuart and Gordon Beavis both served in the British Flying Corps, 
Colin as a pilot and Gordon on the ground staff. The Beavis brothers 
served for four years in each of the World Wars. Gordon became 
very active in the Sub Branch and on the No 43 District Board. 

The inaugural meeting of the Ocean Grove Sub Branch was held in 
the Public Hall, Ocean Grove in 1963 when they were presented with 
their Charter. Mr Storer states that amongst the members present at 
that meeting were the following members of both Sub Branches: 
from Barwon Heads were Jack Green, Noel Hobbs, Stan Creece, 
Neville Taylor, Harry Blyth, J. Ritchie, Cappy Feldman, Ken Garrett 
and Doug Bruce, and from Ocean Grove were E. Anderson, G. 
Fletton, E. Davis, A. Sherriff, J. Gilbert, E. Miles, W. Melanouf. E. 



Storer, T. Higgins, W.(BiII) Russell, J. Skinner, E. Skinner, P. Mitchell 
and C. McKeown. 

The earliest Minute Book available commences at 1961 and it is 
recorded that an overdraft had been arranged and that it was not to 
exceed four hundred and fifty pounds. The Clubhouse was built in 
1950 and immediately became a very valuable asset. So much so 
that on January 13 1962, consideration was given to forming a 
Bowling Club. It is recorded that the Parks Trust were to provide 
further information and an offer was made in April by the Trust. Three 
members were delegated to meet the Trust Members and an area of 
land was applied for with the North Boundary (Troon St) and the 
South Boundary (Hoylake St) in 1964 when an option was given by 
the Trust. Apparently the project then went to the "too hard basket" 
as it received no further mention until 1970, when there was further 
discussion. 1962 must have had a social committee with a great deal 
of vision and imagination as it was stated that Frog Racing was to be 
conducted. 

The success of the Sub Branch required additions to be made for 
comfort and the next move was for a Ladies' Toilet. In 1966 finance 
was arranged and a toilet erected but it was not until 1977 that a new 
block was completed at the cost of $1970. Meanwhile plans were 
drawn up for kitchen extensions in 1970, but it was not until 1973 that 
the sub-committee appointed for the project went ahead with the work 
and stipulated that it had to be completed by Anzac Day 1974. The 
plans had been drawn up by Mr Goddard. 

The Womens Auxiliary was formed in the early days of the 
fundraising activities and their assistance was so much appreciated 
that in 1961 they were advised that "all facilities of the Club House are 
available to them at all times". However it may not have been all 
plain sailing, as in 1962 the Sub Branch was forced to forward an 
apology for "their non recognition on Anzac Day". The problem 
apparently was rectified and they were invited to a social evening on 
December 17 1962. It can only be assumed that they supported the 
Sub Branch in all their social activities in the early days, and that 
loyalty has been carried on to the present day. In addition they 
installed extra cupboards in the kitchen, purchased new chairs, 
financed the purchase of a cassette player, and in 1986 donated a 



clock and fitted the kitchen with all the necessary utensils. From 1978 
to 1986 a Ladies' Night was held, no doubt in recognition of all the 
work done, but the name was amended to Presidents' Night which 
has been continued to the present time and is considered to be the 
main social event of the year. Unfortunately the work of the Auxiliary 
is now restricted and only a very small number attend the monthly 
meetings. It is fitting that we record the work of members Dot Watts, 
Jean Boehm, Grace Brown, Vera Montgomery, Jean Barber, Ena 
Hobbs and Alice Donnelly who have carried on for many years. 

The sale of portion of the land could be said to be the 
commencement of a new era, mainly because it placed the Sub 
Branch in a very strong position financially and as it is so important it 
must be included. After the failed attempt to move to the area on the 
Geelong Road (58 acres) nothing further happened until on the 13th 
May 1980, a sub-committee was formed to deal with the possibility 
of the sale of portion of the land to provide funds for the extension of 
the building. It is interesting to note that a welcome was extended to 
one John Boehm who was to become a tower of strength with wife 
Jean. Nothing further is recorded until a new sub-committee was 
formed in 1985 to sell the land and move to a new site and advise 
the South Barwon Shire of the proposed action. The Lands 
Department replied that land could be allotted within two years. As 
this did not appear to be satisfactory, the attention was then drawn 
toward sub-division and in 1987 the matter of surveying and selling 
the land arose and action commenced with an agreement that the 
surveyor be paid after the sale was finalised. On the 8th November 
1988 the permit for sub-division was signed and the sale was to be 
completed. Finally on the 13th January 1990 an auction sale was 
held resulting in the block being sold for $78,000. 

As the object of the sale was to carry out improvements for members' 
comfort, an immediate start was made in that direction. Necessary 
fencing was carried out, the car park constructed, drainage brought 
up to specifications, the Billiard Room carpeted and heated, folding 
doors installed, sliding doors fitted to prov~de access to main building, 
a concrete ramp constructed for wheel chair access, the old fibro roof 
replaced with Colourbond, 44 new stacking chairs purchased, a 
telephone installed and other outdoor improvements made. More 
improvements were continued in the next year, new vinyl flooring 



placed in the kitchen, cooling fans installed and painting completed. 
In 1994 ten new folding tables were purchased to improve dining 
facilities. Much of the maintenance work over the years was carried 
out with voluntary labour. 

One of the important days in the annual calendar has been the Anzac 
Day March and Service. There was also the Anzac Eve functions 
which must have been wonderful "get-togethers" of the members, 
when in addition to the meal, the impromptu entertainment carried on 
into the early hours of the morning, but they still managed to march 
the next day. The first mention of the Geelong Ladies' Pipe Band 
was in 1961 when they received the princely sum of ten pounds for 
their efforts. We are happy to say that sum has been increased over 
the years and their playing is a feature of the march. Some VIPs 
have provided their services as Guest Speaker including Air Vice 
Marshall Holten, Sir Hubert Opperrnan and Members of Parliament 
including Tony Street and Stewart McArthur. We were very honoured 
in 1992 when Sister Betty Jeffreys joined us in the march and at the 
Service. 

In the early days the Sub Branch had acquired a full-sized billiard 
table which provided great entertainment but in 1964 it was deemed 
to be no longer required was dismantled and stored and to be sold for 
no less than fifty pounds, probably it was taking up too much space 
for the other activities. In 1983 perhaps the Members had grown less 
active and needed more relaxing activities to keep them occupied, 
so a sub-committee was formed to inspect a smaller table which was 
on offer. Members were asked to make donations and the table was 
purchased for $795. It was immediately put to use and still entertains 
members several days each week. The carpeting and heating have 
made it a very attractive venue for the regular players. 

Another activity is Remembrance Day, regularly held on the nearest 
Sunday to November 11. It was held as a Church Parade at the 
Angl~can Church but gradually the numbers attending became fewer 
and it was decided to conduct a service on the actual day, November 
11 1993. Whilst the alterations and improvements were being made 
it was brought to the notice of the Committee that Barwon Heads was 
one of the few towns which did not have a War Memorial of any kind. 
Some bluestone pitchers were obtained and with the help of the 



Creece family a cairn was erected and consecrated on I l t h  
November 1991 by Reverend Robert Prestland and unveiled by 
Mayor Roger Sykes. The Guest Speaker was Major Ross McMurray 
and other speakers during the day were the Chairman of the No 43 
District Board, Mr Bill Jones, Mr Wayne Freeman of the Patriotic 
Funds Council of Victoria and Ms Kerry Whelan representing the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

I For many years the monthly meeting of members was held on the 
second Tuesday night. It became obvious that as members grew 

' older there was less inclination to go out at night and with falling 
attendances, the time of the meeting was altered to 1.30 p.m. This is 

, now preceded by an Executive Meeting and the attendance is 
, reasonably satisfactory considering the advanced years of the 
I Members. The first day meeting was held on 14th July 1972. 

' A Medal Board was donated by Neville Taylor and now has a very ' 
fine collection of medals from various members. Amongst these is a 

I 
Military Medal awarded to Fred Jasper who passed away in 1961. 

, In February 1978 a "break in" occurred resulting in the loss of a 
number of medals which were never recovered. 

Two Honour Boards are erected at the Clubroom. The one relative to 
World War 1 was originally placed in the Public Hall until 1979 when : it was transferred to the RSL. The second one honouring the World ' 
War 2 veterans was suggested in 1993 and after much research, was 

) completed in 1995 to correspond with "Australia Remembers". A 
I social function was held on 15th August 1995 and the Honour Board 
I unveiled by Ern Hopgood whose name is included on the Board. 
I 

In 1964 the Hall Committee requested that the flagpole remain at the 
Hall. We can only presume that it may have been erected by or for 
the RSL for the Anzac Day ceremonies and that it is where it remains. 
In 1984 a flag pole was donated by the Sub Branch and erected at 
the Police Station where it remained until the Station closed when it 

) was returned to the Sub Branch. In the meantime the Lions Club 
1 donated and erected another pole which is now used to fly the RSL 
I flag when necessary. A number of flags were donated over the years, 

: by the Late Mr Johnston, a great supporter of the National Flag 
, Association of which the Sub Branch is a member. 



The Sub Branch has always been a good supporter of the Anzac Day 
and Remembrance Day appeals and in addition has assisted 
Geelong Legacy in the sale of their badges annually and this has 
probably greatly increased over the years. In the early years the 
social atmosphere was very important in carrying on the camaraderie 
developed during the war years but as the members reached the 
veteran stage, welfare work became all important and that is the 
reason for the appeals which have been so wonderfully supported in 
the district in the past. It is our aim to look after the living and the 
work of Legacy to care for the dependants which they have so ably 
done. The enthusiasm of our Appeals Officer, John Boehm, in 
organising sellers and personally expending hours and hours each 
year has been outstanding and resulting in thousands of dollars being 
added to Welfare Funds. Much of this money has been used in 
supporting the various Homes to ensure that the veterans are well 
cared for. Our own members are given a hospital pack of necessities 
when it is known that they are to enter hospital and in some cases a 
small Christmas gift where appropriate. In 1991 a motorised wheel 
chair was purchased for one of our members but unfortunately he 
only survived for about six weeks before he passed away. Although 
we searched diligently for another user we were unsuccessful and 
passed it on to the Department of Veterans Affairs, Melbourne, where - 

no doubt it found a user. 

Two members who gave a great deal of their time to the Sub Branch 
were W. J.(Bud) Russell who served for 23 years as Treasurer, and 
Neville Taylor, Secretary 1980 - 1988. Both of these gentlemen held 
important positions at the Barwon Heads Golf Club and were able to 
create a good rapport with the members resulting in good financial 
support. A number of office bearers have served the Sub-Branch 
well, but none longer than Ken McShane who filled the position of 
President for 14 years. 

Now after 50 years we see the end in sight, not immediately but it 
would be an advantage to know where we are heading. Two years 
ago a very ambitious scheme was placed before us and after much 
investigation, the matter of joining the Bellarine Sporting Complex 
was placed before the members. A negative vote was recorded and 
no further action was taken. 



An ideal conclusion would be for the building and memorabilia to be 
retained for Barwon Heads but it must be remembered that the 
Trustees are the Victorian RSL Branch and disposal would have to 
be sanctioned by them. Let us considerthe possibilities:- 

1. find younger members to carry on the Sub Branch, 
2. amalgamate with another Sub Branch which would operate at 

Barwon Heads, 
3. erect a new front on the Public Hall in the form of a memorial 

and meeting room, 
4. join Geelong Sub Branch, transferring our assets and retaining 

the Hall as an "annexe" for members as a type of social club, 
5. if the 58 acres is further developed, investigate the possible sale 

of present assets, and finance a room in that complex that 
would be under the control of the RSL. 

If any member has an alternative solution to the future of the Sub 
Branch, his or her comments would be greatly appreciated to 
perhaps help us to continue into the next century. 

Owing to lack of accurate records a fair amount of difficulty has been 
experienced in producing the story of the first fifty years. It is hoped 
that if there are inaccuracies, you will accept our apologies for any 
error or omission. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
As the only surviving Past President, and Life Member, I wish to 
express my apprec~ation and congratulate the author and the 
Committee for their efforts in recording the 50 years of the Sub- 
Branch. 

P. S. Creece 



BARWON HEADS SUB BRANCH RSL. 

NEWS LETTZRXBO. 

we hope you will appreciate the accompanying story of the Sub Branch 

which is a momento of the 50th anniversary,l947-1997. Present members 

who can relate to those early years are Stan Creece,Norm Elliott and 

Ken Garrett. 

I must express thanks to my dughter Merrilyn and son Jim for the use 

of a computer and for putting me through a crash course which made the 

task much simpler and a more attractive presentation. 

The next couple of months is quite a busy one for us and we hope that 

the members will support the events which will take place in that period. 

Firstly we have our monthly meeting on the second Tuesday in each month, 

unfortunately the October one will be over when you receive this News- 

letter so mark your calendar for the next few months. 

On October 27th,during DVA Health Week we have been given the opport- 

unity to stage the Picnic Day which in the past has been held at 

Rippleside.This is a completely free day including a barbecue lunch 

with a few novelty events commencing at 10.30 a.m. so please come along . 
with your partners to show your appreciation of the efforts of the DVA 

Sub Committee who are responsible. 

The Annual Presidents' Dinner is scheduled for Friday 31st October 

when the Guest Speaker will be Mr John Deighton,State Secretary of the 

RSL.1t must bemany years,if ever,since we have been honoured by a visit 

from a member of the State Executive and we are very fortunate to be 

so honoured. 

Then the next event will be the Remembrance Day Service on November 

11 at 1l.am. at the RSL Hall. Our Appeals 0fficer.John Boehm will be 

organising the usual Poppy Day Appeal and no doubt would appreciate 

assistance from Poppy sellers. This is very important to swell the 

Welfare Funds which are so vital to ensure that our not so foitunate 

veterans S S U ~ ~ :  

It is with regret that we record the passing of the following esteemed 

members this year :- 

Bob Kelly (17.8.97) W.J.(Bud) Russell (21.3.97) Doug Webb (29.1.97). 
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